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step will strengthen our relations with 
our African friends and allies, enhance 
U.S. security by furthering our global 
nonproliferation and arms control ob-
jectives, demonstrate our commitment 
to the decisions taken at the 1995 Re-
view and Extension Conference of the 
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons, and con-
tribute significantly to the realization 
of the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free 
Zone in all its aspects. As the Depart-
ment of State’s Overview of the Proto-
cols explains, entry into force of Proto-
cols I and II for the United States 
would require no changes in U.S. law, 
policy, or practice. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
Protocols I and II to the African Nu-
clear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, and 
give its advice and consent to their 
ratification, subject to the statements 
contained in the Department of State’s 
Overview of the Protocols. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 2, 2011. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice 

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith Protocols 1, 
2, and 3 to the South Pacific Nuclear 
Free Zone Treaty (‘‘the Treaty’’), 
signed on behalf of the United States 
at Suva on March 25, 1996. I also trans-
mit for the information of the Senate 
the Treaty to which these Protocols re-
late and the Department of State’s 
Overview of the Protocols, which in-
cludes a detailed article-by-article 
analysis of both the Protocols and the 
Treaty. 

Ratification of Protocols 1, 2, and 3 
to the Treaty would fully support U.S. 
nonproliferation policy and goals, and I 
am convinced that it is in the best in-
terest of the United States to ratify 
these Protocols. This step will 
strengthen our relations with our 
South Pacific friends and allies and en-
hance U.S. security by furthering our 
global nonproliferation and arms con-
trol objectives. As the Overview of the 
Department of State explains, entry 
into force of Protocols 1, 2, and 3 for 
the United States would require no 
changes in U.S. law, policy, or practice. 

I recommend that the Senate give fa-
vorable consideration to Protocols 1, 2, 
and 3 to the South Pacific Nuclear Free 
Zone Treaty and give its advice and 
consent to their ratification, subject to 
the statements described in the Over-
view of the Department of State. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 2, 2011. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair, on behalf of the President of the 
Senate, and after consultation with the 
majority leader, pursuant to Public 
Law 106–286, appoints the following 
Member to serve as Co-Chairman of the 
Congressional-Executive Commission 
on the People’s Republic of China: the 
Honorable SHERROD BROWN of Ohio. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
HONORABLE JOHN ENSIGN 

Mr. REID. I understand, Mr. Presi-
dent, you are going to make a report to 
the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair lays before the Senate a commu-
nication regarding the resignation of 
Senator ENSIGN. 

Without objection, the letter will be 
printed in the RECORD and spread upon 
the Journal. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, April 22, 2011. 

Vice President JOE BIDEN, 
The White House, Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. VICE PRESIDENT: I am writing to 

submit my resignation from the United 
States Senate, effective close of business 
May 3, 2011. The short time before I leave is 
necessary to ensure the smooth transition of 
my office and to assist the dedicated people 
who work in the office the time to arrange 
their next positions. 

The decision to leave the Senate before my 
term has expired is the most difficult deci-
sion I have had to make in public life. I am 
immensely proud and honored to have served 
the people of Nevada for more than 10 years. 
I do not easily or lightly forego the obliga-
tion to fulfill the term to which I was elect-
ed. However, as my colleagues, friends, and 
constituents know, my family, my staff and 
I have gone through an emotional, personal 
and professional rollercoaster of inquiries by 
the Department of Justice, the Federal Elec-
tion Commission, and the Senate Ethics 
Committee. These inquiries have been time- 
consuming and distracting to everyone in-
volved and, not unimportantly to me, have 
been financially very costly. 

I am gratified that, after extended inves-
tigations, both the Department of Justice 
and the Federal Election Commission saw no 
grounds on which to charge me with im-
proper conduct. I was hopeful that, with the 
closure of these investigations against me 
the wear and tear on me and on my family 
and staff would soon be over. That was not 
the case. 

As is its right, the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee is continuing its investigation of 
issues into which it has been inquiring for 
the past year and a half. Indeed, the Com-
mittee even decided recently to devote more 
resources to its investigation by hiring an 
outside special counsel, even though the 
issues have been viewed and reviewed by so 
many others. 

I firmly believe that I have not violated 
any law, rule, or standard of conduct of the 
Senate. But even to prove this publicly I will 
not subject my family, my staff, my con-
stituents, or the Senate to any further 
rounds of investigation, depositions, drawn 
out proceedings, or, especially, potential 
public hearings. For my family, my staff and 
me, the continuing personal cost would sim-
ply be too great. For my constituents, for 
the Senate, and for my colleagues and 
friends in this great institution, they should 
not have to endure any further distraction 
from the many, many critical issues on 
America’s agenda. Not another day of effort 
should be spent on my case when we face the 
pressing issues of the National debt, tax re-
form, the next budget, and military conflicts 
in so many places in the world. 

Therefore, with the greatest personal sad-
ness and reluctance, I am taking this step of 
resignation to allow my family and me fi-

nally to move on and so that the Senate, in 
the months to come, may attend fully to the 
crucial business of the Nation. I cannot 
thank all my colleagues and constituents 
enough for the honor of serving and of con-
tributing whatever I have been able to con-
tribute to this body and to the people of the 
State of Nevada and of the United States of 
America. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN ENSIGN, 

United States Senator. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 3, 
2011 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 3; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
the Senate proceed to a period of morn-
ing business until 5 p.m. for debate 
only, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the 
first hour equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with the Republicans 
controlling the first 30 minutes and the 
majority controlling the next 30 min-
utes; and, finally, the Senate recess 
from 12:30 until 2:15 p.m. for their 
weekly caucus meetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 

working with the Republican leader on 
a resolution commending the Armed 
Forces and the intelligence community 
regarding the death of Osama bin 
Laden. We may have a rollcall vote on 
adoption of this resolution tomorrow 
afternoon. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:47 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
May 3, 2011, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 
Executive nominations received by 

the Senate: 
IN THE COAST GUARD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS OF THE COAST 
GUARD PERMANENT COMMISSIONED TEACHING STAFF 
FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., 
SECTION 188: 

To be lieutenant commander 

MICHAEL J. PLUMLEY 

To be lieutenant 

VICTORIA C. FUTCH 
MARIETTE C. OGG 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 
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